BEWARE THE RIGHTEOUS CURSE OF PARENTS

Beware of a parent's curse for a parental curse is a dreadful
thing. Appreciate and seek a parental blessing for it will
accompany you throughout your entire life. The all-wise Sirach
speaks: "For the blessing of the father establishes the houses of
children but curse of the mother rooteth out foundations" (Sirach
3:9 Ecclesiasticus 3:9).

The curse by which Noah cursed the descendants of Ham still
follows the unfortunate Hamites today. However, to the sons of
Jacob, it was the same as their father blessed them in their life.

St. Sergius, as a young man, begged his parents for their
blessing in order for him to become a monk. But, the aged parents
begged their son to wait awhile and to labor around them until
their death and after that to become tonsured a monk. Sergius
obeyed his parents and was blessed until his death.

Bishop Hermogenes relates an incident how a son mistreated
his wife. When his mother, with tears, began to scold him because
of this, the son attacked his mother, beat her and smashed her
head against a wall. The sorrowful mother cried out: "Lord, may
my son be cursed and may he not have my blessing nor Your
blessing.” That same day, the son began to tremble throughout his
entire body and for thirteen years he lived in this state of trembling
not even able to raise a spoon to his mouth. After thirteen years,
he made his confession and received the Sacrament of Holy
Communion which made it somewhat easier for him and soon after
that he died.
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