Some last comments to lutherans
by

Fr. Photios + (W)
It is perhaps fitting to complete our reaching out to the Lutherans, in particular, so-called Orthodox Lutherans, confessional Lutherans, some call themselves, with (a) an invitation to accept the Orthodox Faith without innovations extended at the end of the second exchange of Patriarch Jeremiah II to the Lutheran Scholars at Tubingen (b) and in his last paragraph of his third exchange his request to them not to write anymore, he realising then that they would not agree to follow the Fathers and Councils as to bring them to Holy Orthodoxy:

[1.  Invitation to Accept Orthodox Faith without Innovations]
Finally, having understood [Greek] Orthodoxy from the Holy Scriptures, come enter into it with all your souls, O wise and sagacious men, and put away from you every irrational innovation, which the host of Ecumenical Teachers and of the Church has not accepted (emphasis supplied).  For thus, both you and we will be worthy of blessings.  You, as obeying your leaders and submitting to them [cf. Heb 13:17] and not ‘disputing about words which does no good’ [2 Tim 2:14].  And we, as having spoken in the ears of those who have listened and sowing in the good soil [cf. Lk 8:8].  And since we have agreed on almost all of the main subjects, it is not necessary for you to interpret and understand some of the passages of the Scripture in any other way than that in which the luminaries of the Church and Ecumenical teachers have interpreted.  They themselves [260] interpreted Scripture according to Christ our God, in agreement; and we will become one in the Faith, the glory of God (emphasis supplied).  For having researched diligently some of the passages of Holy Scripture, which you referred to in your first and second letters which you sent to us, we saw clearly that you had misinterpreted them, perhaps in following your new teachers.  For this reason we again entreat you to understand the passages as the Ecumenical Teachers of the Church have interpreted them and which interpretations the seven ecumenical synods and the other regional ones have ratified (emphasis supplied).  For as we have already said, it is not necessary to rise up and remove everlasting boundaries which the Fathers have established, so that we will not violate the definition which was mentioned at the beginning of the Sixth Synod and be subject to penalties.  Therefore, if up to the present something has been violated, you who are prudent may correct it from now, and you will be worthy of praise by God, as well as men and by us.  For to err is human, but the correction is angelic and salvific.  May you take care of this, also, so that the grace and the mercy of God be with you.
In the month of May, Indiction 7, 1579,

Jeremiah [Archbishop of Constantinople]

[George Mastrantonis, Augsburg and Constantinople, Holy Cross Orthodox Press, Brookline, Massachusetts, 1982, p. 210.]
…

[370]  Therefore, we request that from henceforth you do not cause us more grief, nor write to us on the same subject if you should wish to treat these luminaries and theologians of the Church in a different manner.  You honor and exalt them in words, but you reject them in deeds.  For you try to prove our weapons which are their holy and divine discourses as unsuitable. And it is with these documents that we would have to write and contradict you (emphasis supplied).  Thus, as for you, please release us from these cares.  Therefore, going about your own ways, write no longer concerning dogmas; but if you do, write only for friendship’s sake.  Farewell.
Jeremiah, Patriarch of Constantinople

Issued in the year 1581, June 6

Protonotarios Theodosios

[ibid., p. 306.]
We should note that Patriarch Jeremiah’s invitation to them is very courteous, but, after reviewing their submission in light of the Holy Scriptures, he states quite clearly that they have misinterpreted them.  There is to be no recrimination regarding their past errs: “For to err is human, but the correction is angelic and salvific”…  “… you who are prudent may correct it from now…”
Yet, they didn’t accept the Holy Scriptures, the Fathers and the Councils, both Ecumenical and regional, as required by the Church.  They sent, again, a long discourse on their views.  Could he have made it any plainer?  A lot had been agreed, but ‘a lot’ is not good enough.  No compromise with the Orthodox truth of the Faith is permissible.  They were apparently enamoured with the scholastic efforts of their ‘people’.  This could be viewed as the central problem.  Rationalism with its emphasis on logic and reason, rather than revelation stood as an insurmountable bar to the Lutheran Scholars entering Holy Orthodoxy. 
In his last paragraph to them, we can feel his exasperation with their spiritual obduracy.  And, to top it all off, they had the audacity to write yet again about dogmas.  He did not reply to it.  Probably, he didn’t even read it.  Why should he?  They were bent on following their own way.
Excellent proof of this obduracy stemming from pride can be gleaned from the last paragraph of the opening Salutation of the third exchange of the Lutheran Scholars to Patriarch Jeremiah.  This is the exchange by Martin Crusius, translated into Greek, and signed by the ‘illustrious’ Lutheran doctors of theology and theologians which was not to be written regarding dogma.  The Lutherans show cheek in continuing their heretical postures:

Now, then, we come to your response to our booklet and briefly, as an [372] epilogue, duly inquire into it not afflicted with obstinacy and difficulties (which are truly far from us), but drawn together by necessity to briefly witness to the truth (for in our preceding two writings we made known our (emphasis supplied) position at length), and to make known to you that our (emphasis supplied) booklet will not today or ever be revised (emphasis supplied).
[id., p. 308.]

The Lutherans show pride, do not show humility, and appear to be spiritually deluded.  Like so many of us, they just have to have the last word!
Overall, today’s Lutherans are much more heretical than the sixteenth century Lutheran Scholars.  Some ordain women and/or practising homosexuals plus bless in some manner same-sex relationships.  These matters, of course, would have been unheard of and never engaged in by the sixteenth century Lutheran reformers.  Lutherans and any others following these deviant paths without repentance and correction are to be prayed for, because as long as they do not right their course of action [or inaction], they are spiritually doomed.
But what about Orthodox Lutherans, confessional Lutherans?  In my research for these homilies on Lutheranism, I was favourably impressed with the language used by the confessional Lutherans.  They talk a good game.  How do they play?

Well, it appears: similarly to the Lutheran Scholars.  In some of their commentaries, they state that nothing new has been added to the Orthodoxy of the Fathers, the Church as it has been and is known through the ages.  But then they begin to ‘chip away’ at integral pieces of the cornerstone, which is Christ Himself.  Each of their web sites touts their adherence to the Scriptures alone, but, of course, they re still to be interpreted by the Lutherans.

Even the confessionals have not ‘got it’: there is no compromise from  the true Faith.  But, really, to come to the true Faith, one must leap over the rationalism barrier, an extremely difficult hurdle for those of us in the secular West.  Yet, it is critical to do so.  How?  by intensely immersing ourselves in the patristic witness of the Fathers.  Academic learning is not enough.  In fact, it may even be a significant culprit keeping a person away from God’s Truth.  What we need is the actual experiencing of Christ’s Way, that narrow path, that relatively few may pass through.
That does not mean that the Church does not consider Holy Scriptures as critical.  It does.  Here is St. Ignatius (Brianchaninov) on Holy Scripture.  He speaks for the Church:

… the chief occupation of a novice in his cell should be the reading and study of the Gospel and of the whole New Testament.  The whole New Testament can be called the Gospel since it contains nothing but the Gospel teaching.
[St. Ignatius (Brianchaninov), The Arena, (tr. From the Russian by Archimandrite Lazarus), Holy Trinity Monastery, Jordanville, N.Y.,  (Fourth Printing), 1997, p. 21.]

…

While reading the Evangelists, the novice should also read The Herald; that is, the explanation of the Gospel by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Bulgaria (note: Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke now available at Chrysostom Press with St. John’s translation due to be completed in the fall of 2006.).  The reading of The Herald is indispensable.  It is an aid to the right understanding of the Gospel and consequently to the most exact practice of it.  Moreover, the rules of the Church require (emphasis supplied) that Scripture should be understood as the holy Fathers explain it, and not at all arbitrarily.  By being guided in our understanding of the Gospel by the explanation of the holy Father, by the explanation received and used by the Church, we keep the tradition of holy Church.
[ibid.]

The Gospel is to be read first.  It is primary: “The author stresses the priority and primacy of the Gospel”. [id., fn 2 at p. 22.]  We are to base our spiritual lives on the Gospel:

… the person who fulfils the commandments of the Gospel will not only be saved but will also enter into the most intimate union with God and become a divinely built temple of God.

[id., p. 3]

…

The threat to a person remiss in the fulfilment of the commandments of the Gospel is contained in the prediction for him of unfruitfulness, estrangement from God, perdition.

[id., p. 4.]

…

He who has based his life on the study of the Gospel and the practice of the commandments of the Gospel has based it on solid rock.

[id., p. 8.]

…

By studying the Gospel and trying to put its precepts into practice in thought, word and deed, you will be following the Lord’s direction and the moral tradition of the Orthodox Church.

[id., p. 7.]

God will judge us at both the particular and general judgments when He comes according to whether we have kept His Gospel’s commandments:
The codex or collection of laws by which we shall be tried and on the basis of which sentence will be pronounced at both judgments is the Gospel.

[id., p. 6.]

…

The Lord said: He who rejects Me and does not accept My words has his judge: the word that I have spoken will be his judge at the last day.  For I have not spoken on My own authority, but the Father Who sent Me has Himself given Me commandment what to say and what to tell.  And I know that His commandment is eternal life. (John 12:48-50)  From these words of the Lord it is evident that we shall be judged by the Gospel, and that negligence in carrying out the commands of the Gospel is an actual (emphasis supplied) rejection of the Lord Himself.
These quotations are from a holy Father who faithfully carries forward the witness of the entire Orthodox Church on the importance of the Gospel (New Testament Scripture) for our salvation.  The Lutheran Scholars were “preaching to the choir” about Its importance.  But they were attempting to be the arbiters of Scriptural meaning, and when they did that they crossed the spiritual line.  The Church Itself through the holy Fathers, the First Seven Ecumenical Councils and the appropriate regional councils is the only interpreter of the Holy Scriptures, not reformation scholastics still mired in the methods of scholasticism/rationalism. 
Do you think these homilies/articles on Lutheranism with a view toward offering the Lutherans a second chance [Patriarch Jeremiah offered them the first chance to accept and enter Holy Orthodoxy, thus, the Church.] will generate any ‘takers’?  So far it doesn’t look good for our missionary efforts.  We have distributed this web site address & relevant links to a wide variety of Lutheran and Orthodox/Confessional Lutherans over the last few weeks.  To date, only two pastors have responded.  One pastor’s e-mail was full of invective.  He called Patriarch Jeremiah the heretic.  Patriarch Jeremiah was a heretic because he didn’t accept the Lutheran Scholars when they submitted the truth to him.  So, he is in hell, he said.  And, then he went on that I was also going to hell if I wouldn’t ‘come over’ to the True Lutheran Church or something to that effect.  I reminded him that Patriarch Jeremiah’s Three Answers to the Lutheran Scholars have Symbolic weight in Orthodoxy, but this simply brought forth a further spew of derisory comments.  

I did receive one other e-mail from a confessional Lutheran pastor, who seems well meaning and perhaps “near” to Orthodoxy.  He simply thanked me for the link with no further comment.

So, it doesn’t ‘look good’ for this renewed missionary effort.  Acceptance of the Church’s terms for salvation does require the submission of one’s will plus that person’s repentance.  After all, Patriarch Jeremiah’s Three Answers have been known in Lutheran circles since the sixteenth century.  He closed down the interchange after his repeated ‘missionary efforts’ went awry.
I thought a further attempt might be justified, not like the one which has been ongoing between the modernistic orthodox and the liberal Lutherans where a dialogue has been occurring.  Orthodoxy does not enter into dialogue with denominations.  It is the revealed truth, and it will engage in a monologue and lovingly tender the fruits of Holy Orthodox in exchange for the person’s voluntary but complete acceptance of Holy Orthodoxy.  

I pray that Patriarch Jeremiah now with the Church Triumphant will bless these efforts to again extend to the Lutherans his invitation, which is really Christ’s to come into His Church.  It wasn’t too late for Saul who became Paul!
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
