sunday after the nativity, 30th Sunday After Pentecost, december 29/january 11, 2004 
gal. 1: 11-19
St. matthew 2: 13-23
by
Fr. Photios+ (W)
Gospel:   And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed into Egypt:

And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called My Son.

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,

In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,

Saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young Child’s life.

And he arose and took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.

But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:

And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 
The Fleeing Into Egypt -
Remember last week at the Lord’s Nativity, the Magi returned to the east by another route after God warned them about Herod in a dream.  After they had gone, the Lord’s angel appeared to Joseph in another dream telling him to “care for her and watch over her”.  It was not necessary to specifically instruct Joseph to take his wife, for Joseph understood the miracles at the Lord’s birth to be of the Holy Spirit; he took them, “the young Child and His mother” and fled into Egypt; the Lord fleeing as a true man would do:

The Lord flees to assure (us) that He was indeed man.
 
He flees into Egypt to sanctify even that place.

Babylon and Egypt ‘worked’ every iniquity; yet, by the Magi He accepted Babylon’s adoration and sanctified Egypt by going there, “in His own presence”.
  God instructs Joseph the Righteous to stay in Egypt until He receives His command.  This illustrates we are to wait for God’s will before we act:
Thus, when we are beginning some action and seek to accomplish it, it behooves us to seek God’s will and to invoke His assistance and His help.
…

Let us, then, place all that we have with God, because without Him we can accomplish nothing.

Herod will seek out the Infant Jesus to destroy Him.  This will be futile because one cannot destroy the Child Who is of God.
  Joseph awakened from his dream and took the Infant Jesus and Mary by night departing into Egypt [James the Just, later to be the first Bishop of the Church at Jerusalem, Joseph’s son by a prior marriage, was with them], and there they remained until Herod dies so “it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt have I called My Son.’

The Enraged Herod –
Herod, upon seeing the Magi had tricked him, slew all of Bethlehem’s children plus those in the region two years old and under.  Notice that the Lord used the Magi to trick Herod similarly to His utilizing Moses to trick Pharaoh.  Both slew Hebrew male children: Pharaoh in Egypt, Herod in Bethlehem.  God allowed the children to be slaughtered, not out of spite but so “Herod’s wickedness might be revealed”.

Were the Children ‘Wronged’? –

We might think the children, in suffering, were wronged, but this is the wrong way to look at it.  As difficult as it is for those in the modern world to understand, the children suffered evil in order to “receive a greater crown in heaven”
:

Nevertheless, these children were not exposed to any evil, but were rather deemed worthy of incorruptible crowns by God;

…

One who suffers any evil here profits by giving thanks to God, because he suffers either for release from his sins or for additional crowns.

Jeremiah’s Meaning –

Rama is a place of high elevation in Palestine.  The prophet Jeremiah uses “Rachel” to mean “Bethlehem” for Rachel was buried there:
So Rachel died, and was buried in the way of the course of Ephratha, this is Bethleem.

There will be weeping and lamentation heard from on high; Rachel, meaning Bethlehem weeping for her children – “In this life they are no more, but their souls are immortal.”

Herod dies, Joseph, Young Child and Mother return to Israel –

Herod suffers a fitting bitter death, and the Lord’s angel appears to Joseph in another dream telling him ‘all is clear,’ those who wanted Christ’s soul are dead.

We know that the Son of Man was composed of a soul and a body – compare the angel’s words to Joseph [Mt. 2:20].

There was no need to hurry in returning – notice the angel did not use the word “flee,” “there was no longer any need for fear”.

Another Warning from God –

They returned to Israel, but reigning was one of Herod’s three sons, Archelaus, who was similar to the evil Herod.  Joseph heeded God’s warning (again in a dream) and took the Family to Galilee, the land of the Gentiles.  This was, also, fitting since the Gentiles were despised by the Jews.

Home in Nazareth –

Bl. Theophylact ‘clears up’ any possible misunderstanding or potential contradiction between the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke in reference to the sojourn to Nazareth.  In Luke 2:22-40, he speaks “those things on which Matthew is silent”.
  Luke comments that after the Lord’s birth, “He completed the forty days, was held in the arms of Simeon, and then went down to Nazareth.”  Matthew says that after the Family returned to Egypt they went to Nazareth.  There is no contradiction.  Matthew is simply silent on the “forty days” where Luke speaks.  Matthew catalogues what happened later:
They do not contradict each other.  One of them, Luke, speaks of the descent from Bethlehem to Nazareth, while the other speaks of the return from Egypt to Nazareth, which took place later.

True Orthodox Christians know that there are never contradictions between or among the Gospels.
Why a Nazarene?

The Gospel of Matthew states that the prophets prophesied Christ would be called a Nazarene.  Bl. Theophylact, following St. John Chrysostom,
 points out that this prophecy “is not to be found now”. The record of it might have been in the many books lost due to the Hebrews’ carelessness and the frequent captivities.  Or, he poses that this might have been “an unwritten prophecy among the Jews”.
  [See how important oral tradition is!]  Regardless, “Nazarene,” meaning “sanctified” is a perfect name for our Lord.  It fits the description by many prophets that the Lord is “The Holy One of Israel”.

Although the Gospel is a narrow difficult avenue to travel, let us fervently embrace this compelling Gospel of Christ, the Holy One, the Anointed, the Nazarene, in our daily lives!  Strive to turn away from our enemy – the evil one, fleeing from this evil prince of this world and follow Christ’s heavenly Way, the Royal Path to deification.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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