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Gospel:    In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:

And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.

And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.

He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.  Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

And go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead; and, behold, He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see Him: lo, I have told you.

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring His disciples word.
And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail.  And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped Him.

Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell My brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see Me.
Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done.

And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers,

Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole Him away while we slept.

And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you.

So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.
Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.

And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him: but some doubted.

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.

Saint Bede:
He laid upon them the most honourable and glad mission of announcing the joyful news of His Resurrection.  They were found worthy to announce the triumph of the Resurrection to the world and to proclaim that the sovereignty of death, to which Eve became subject when she was seduced by the serpent’s speech, has been utterly destroyed!
[The Orthodox New Testament, The Holy Gospels, Volume 1, (Second Edition: Revised and Enlarged), Holy Apostles Convent/Dormition Skete, Buena Vista, CO, 2000, Endnotes – St. Matthew, quoting Saint Bede, fn 299, 28:7, p. 132.]
Announcing the Resurrection -

The Lord had risen when the stone was still against the tomb.  Thereafter, the angel came and rolled it away and gave the women access to the tomb.  An earthquake awakened the guards so they would “learn of this new and wondrous occurrence”.
  The angel told the women disciples, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, they need not fear and announces the good news of the Resurrection:
For it was necessary that he cast out fear, and then bring the good tidings.

St. Mary Magdalene is considered Equal-to-the-Apostles and the Lord’s disciple.  She was true to Him “during His Passion, Death, and Resurrection”.
  She is particularly remarkable in her determination and courage:
At the time of His greatest suffering while He hung on the Cross and whenever the Apostles had abandoned Him Mary Magdalene stood at the foot of the Cross together with the Mother of God, and the Lord’s beloved disciple, John.

The angel boasts of the Lord’s Crucifixion on the Cross as a victory trophy “the source of every good thing for us”.

Rejoice!  The Lord Appears -He is Risen!–
The women ran to tell the other disciples that He had indeed risen!  And, as they do, Jesus meets them, saying, “Rejoice!,” for His Resurrection had obtained joy for women who had been “sentenced to sorrow”.  He blessed them, and they grasped His feet, worshipping Him, not daring to touch any other part of His Body:
Some say that they grasped His feet purposely to ascertain if (emphasis supplied) He had truly risen, and was not only an apparition or a spirit.  For they suspected that He was a spirit.

The Bribe to Say He was Stolen -
See how when the elders learned of His Resurrection, they met and agreed to bribe the soldiers with “a large sum of money” for the latter to lie and say Christ’s disciples came by night and stole Him away.  They used their own “favorite passion, the love of money,” to induce them to say “He had been stolen.”  At the time, the guards (soldiers) went along with this ridiculous story.  As Bl. Theophylact queries how would this have been possible when they (the disciples) had hidden away, not daring to even go out?  If they had stolen Him, then why
… would they later die for Him, preaching that He had risen, and be hacked to pieces for a lie (emphases supplied)?

The Appearances of Jesus to the Other Disciples –

John records that Christ was first seen by the disciples on Resurrection Day and eight days later at the time Thomas believed.
  He then appeared to those seven disciples fishing on the Tiberias Sea.  Bl. Theophylact comments that John’s account occurred earlier than those recorded by Matthew.  They are not contradictory.

Christ appeared to them many times over a span of forty days:
For forty days Jesus appeared to the disciples many times, coming to them and then withdrawing, but not remaining continually with them.

The Lord also appeared to James
 as well as 500 others.
  Blessed Jerome quotes from the widely used Gospel of the Hebrews
 of the Lord’s appearance to James after he had fasted because of Christ’s death and of his presence at the Lord’s Supper:

And when the Lord had given the linen cloth to the servant of the priest, He went to James and appeared to him.  For James had sworn that he would not eat bread from that hour in which he had drunk the cup of the Lord until he should see Him risen from among them that sleep.  And shortly thereafter the Lord said: Bring a table and bread!  And immediately it is added: He took bread, blessed it and brake it and gave to James the Just and said to him: My brother, eat thy bread, for the Son of Man is risen from among them that sleep.

St. James the Just was to become the first Bishop of the Church and its pivotal Christian leader in the aftermath of the Lord’s Resurrection.

The Doubters – Who Were They? –

The eleven disciples who went to Galilee worshipped Him and did not doubt.  Some of the seventy perhaps initially doubted, but subsequently came to believe.  Some understood it to mean that Matthew failed to state who doubted.  John records it was Thomas who doubted.  He simply says what Matthew omits.
  But Luke says they all doubted:

And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto them, Have ye here any meat?

So they who came to Galilee after His Resurrection had doubted in Jerusalem:

You ought therefore to understand it in this manner, that when they came to Galilee they worshipped Him.  But they who worshipped Him in Galilee had previously doubted in Jerusalem, as Luke says.

Christ’s Authority – The Nature of Our Submission –

The Lord clearly states that He is God and Creator, having authority over all things.  Christ has conquered death on the Cross and now our submission to Him, previously involuntary since all of us, including the demons, are even unwillingly His servants, is now voluntarily undergone.  Submission was involuntary, but after His victory over death, is voluntary.  After the Cross, the knowledge of God is disclosed to all, “and all who submitted to Him did so freely of their own will”:

Christ rightly says, ‘Now have I received all authority.  Previously My authority was in part, as they served Me only involuntarily in that I was their Creator.  But now that men serve Me with knowledge as well, total and complete authority has been given unto Me’ (emphasis supplied).

Who Gave Him the Authority? –

By His struggles, Christ saved mankind.  They are now His, they “have become My lot and a special people”.
  [They meaning us!]  Our Lord gave Himself His authority by His humility and victory on the Cross.
  His words are to be understood that God the Word said:
All authority has been given unto Me in that those who served Me with involuntary submission now also voluntarily (emphasis supplied) acknowledge Me as God.

His words are also to be understood as “spoken by human nature”:
I, the human nature that was formerly condemned, am now God because of the unconfused union with the Son of God, and therefore I have received authority over all things, so that I am worshipped by the angels in heaven, and glorified in all the ends of the earth.

Thus He now sends His disciples to evangelise all the world, not just the Jews, commanding them to baptize in the name of the Trinity.  They are to baptize in the name (not names) for the Three in the Trinity are one God:

… the Three persons have one name, which is God.

Our Tasks -
We are called by Christ to put into play in this secular world, what Bl. Theophylact states are Christianity’s two essentials: “theology and active (emphasis supplied) virtue”.  We are to follow the dogmas of the Church, e.g., we are to baptize in the name of the Trinity only.  Here He hands down our theology.  We are also to teach the keeping of the commandments.  And, we are required to follow up on our theological beliefs with “active virtue”.
Christ sends us out to evangelise the Gentiles (world), facing “death and danger”.  He gives us courage because He is with us always unto the end of the age.  All earthly problems will pass.  Christ is with us whilst we labour on earth and even thereafter.
  We only have to voluntarily accept Him and follow Him in a life of active virtue, call it a life of good works that a faithful one must have to be faithful to Christ in the first place!
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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