Christians – think East!
by
Fr. Photios+ (W)

As Westerners, we have missed the essence of Christ’s grace and good will, having been bamboozled by a dark and dreary juridical substitute for the true Faith.  Protestants receive this slandering of the Lord from its medieval Roman fount.  The essence of this Western slander is “to make men believe that God does not really love us, that He really only loves Himself, and that He accepts us only if (emphasis supplied) we behave as He wants us to behave; that He hates us if we do not behave as He ordered us to behave, and is offended by our insubordination to such a degree that we must pay for it by eternal tortures, created by Him for that purpose”.

How did the devil manipulate the West into such a slandering of our most kind and absolutely good God?  Easy.  He used “theology”.  He initially added a small variation to the pure Orthodox faith and then continually changed it until the Christianity of the Apostles and the Fathers was unrecognisable.  We know this result as, “Western theology,” its primary characteristic being that God is the root cause of all evil.
  Come to think of it, this is the way of all heresies, is it not?  Falsities are gradually introduced until the truth is no longer recognised.
In this Western theology, God creates evil and uses the devil as His minister to punish us in hell.  This is an angry, vengeful, offended God Who punishes us for our disobedience.  He eternally torments us for our sins “unless He receives an infinite satisfaction for His offended pride”.
   Consequently, the Western God is a wrathful One, and “Western Salvation” “is to be saved from the hands of God!”.

Who could love such a God?  As Dr. Kalomiros so penetratingly poses the question, “How can we have faith in someone we detest?”
  Better that such a God not exist.  Western Men became atheists to be saved from God.  “Atheism is the denial, the negation of an evil God.…  Atheism, my brothers, is the negation of the Roman Catholic and Protestant God.”  It is not our real enemy.  The real enemy is the “falsified and distorted ‘Christianity’”.

The real God of Christianity, the Head of His Church, does not need a vicar on earth because he is never absent from us.  He is all-Holy and Good, with nothing of evil:

Having become the Church by His incarnation out of an unparalleled love for man, our God and Lord Jesus Christ sanctified the Church by His sufferings, Resurrection, Ascension, teaching, wonder-working, prayer, fasting, mysteries, and virtues; in a word, by His entire theanthropic life.

He doesn’t require us to barter for our souls.
In the West [considered as post-Schism of 1054 A.D.], reason has replaced the ecclesiastical ecumenicity of the true Church.  The Protestant Reformation simply continued this heresy.  The great lay theologian Alexei Khomiakov states:
Romanism began at the moment it placed the independence of individual or regional opinion above the ecumenical unity of faith; it was the first to create a heresy of a new type, a heresy against the dogma of the nature of the Church, against her own faith in herself.  The Reform was only the continuation of this same heresy under another name.

What role does reason play in our salvation?  The true Church does not reject reason.  It is also utilised.  However, She does not believe in a strict one-to-one immutable result between logic and our conclusions from it.  Reason is not the same as rationalism.  The latter is not to be worshipped.  Only God is.  Reason is not inherently incompatible with faith, but “the divine philosophy of the Holy Fathers is capable of elevating (emphasis supplied) human reason to heights never before imagined”.
 Yet, we must avoid rationalism, which Kireyevsky defined as “the belief that reason alone (emphasis supplied), unaided by Divine Revelation, is the only valid basis for knowledge”.
  
Rationalism is foreign (emphasis supplied) to Orthodoxy because, first, through Adam’s transgression, human nature is fallen, imperfect, and, although not in itself evil, it is mixed with evil.

The second point is that the mind is not an end in and of itself, wisdom, not just knowledge, is our goal.  Christ, the Son of God, Himself is Wisdom.  It is in the Person of Jesus Christ.  Through Him alone is true Wisdom.  Simply put, God can do what pure reason cannot!
  By all means use your reason but do not allow the darkness of rationalism to pollute it.
  Be sure to tear yourselves away from rationalism.

My title for this humble homily needs some explanation.  When I counsel “Christians – Think East,” I mean think, strive and feel for the inner unity of the true Church of the early pre-Schism centuries in both the East and West.  Once Old Rome was a stalwart defender of the true Orthodox faith.  Then Old Rome worshipped in true faith the God-Man, our Christ.  She had not yet proceeded to substitute man for the God-Man.  She fervently believed and practiced true Christianity, that of Christ, through the holy Apostles, the holy Fathers and the holy Ecumenical Councils.  Then Old Rome was within the true ecumenical Church.

Through the centuries, Old Rome departed from the true Church via the vehicle of papism.  She replaced the God-Man with a man, the pope, who then “was decisively and clearly declared as something higher than not only man, but the holy Apostles, the holy Fathers, and the holy Ecumenical councils”.
  This was the first “radical protest” by humanism against the God-Man Christ and His Church.  This first radical protest occurred “in papism, not in Lutheranism.  Papism is actually the first and oldest Protestantism (emphasis supplied)”.

The West concentrates on love of self, pleasure and lust.  True Orthodoxy eschews humanism and earthly social systems.  Orthodoxy [both East and West] considers repentance a holy virtue and always calls for it.  Repentance, in fact, is “the solitary path of salvation”.
  A most penetrating, spiritual American Orthodox writer of the twentieth century provides the proper emphases for obtaining the fruits of holy Orthodoxy according to Christ’s sacrificial example; that holy man was the late Fr. Seraphim (Rose).  Fr. Seraphim is a viable conduit to connect us to the Orthodox pearl.  He is a link to the recent spiritual Fathers of the  Church [such as Saint Ignatius (Brianchaninov), Blessed Theophan the Recluse, St. John of Kronstadt, Archbishop Averky of Jordanville, and St. John (Maximovich) of Shanghai and San Francisco].  Father Seraphim lived the following spiritual principles, which he gleaned from both his knowledge and experience gained from the Orthodox Fathers.  I will list these not in any specific order, but seek out his writings and you can begin the journey to experience the true Orthodoxy he proclaimed from Christ, His Apostles and the holy Fathers of the undivided Church:

Fr. Seraphim emphasised the savour of Orthodoxy, the living spiritual stream of God’s Will expressed through the witnesses and writings of the Fathers of the Church.  He calls us to the Gospel within the Tradition of the Church emphasising that we must allow Orthodoxy to open up and warm our hearts. We need to be humble and repent, approach God in simplicity like little children with love and firm resolution, patience, in our struggle and battle for Christ.  Let us fast and preach the true Church without rancour, being tolerant without assenting to heresy, strengthen ourselves spiritually in both thoughts and deeds, and do it ‘one step at a time,’ realising that our salvation is not a single point but a spiritual process  We should concentrate on being a citizen of the Heavenly Jerusalem, that which is not of this world and only secondarily on the pursuits of this (emphases supplied) world.
All of these we do in the exercise of our God-given freedom to choose between the true Christ and self, between the path to deification, the goal of the Orthodox Church, trod in humility and repentance, versus this world’s emphasis on self-deification. We are to witness to Christian otherworldliness, as opposed to that which is just of this world, i.e., we are to be in spiritual otherworldliness, remembering all the while and, in fact, savouring the fact that we are in a “fierce battle and struggle”.  The following words expressed by Fr. Seraphim in his 1979 work, Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future (St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, CA), are even more germane today than when written:
The life of self-centeredness and self-satisfaction lived by most of today’s “Christians” is so all-pervading that it effectively seals them off from any understanding at all of spiritual life; and when such people do undertake “spiritual life,” it is only as another form of self-satisfaction.  This can be seen quite clearly in the totally false religious ideal both of the “charismatic” movement and the various forms of “Christian mediation”: all of them promise (and give very quickly) an experience of contentment and peace.  But this is not the Christian ideal at all, which, if anything, may be summed up as a fierce battle and struggle (emphasis supplied).
…

Orthodox Christians!  Hold fast to the grace which you have; never let it become a matter of habit; never measure it by merely human standards or expect it to be logical or comprehensible to those who understand nothing higher than what is human…  Let all true Orthodox Christians strengthen themselves for the battle ahead, never forgetting that in Christ the victory is already ours.

And, brethren, if  anyone challenges you, suggesting that you can’t trod the Royal Path due to ‘jurisdictional problems,’ remind them that we are all in “Christ’s Jurisdiction”!

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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