if you’re a freemason, you’re not a christian! 
by

Fr. Photios+ (W)

For by the sacrifice of His own Body He did two things: He put an end to the law of death which banned our way; and He made a new beginning of life for us, by giving us the hope of resurrection.

[St. Athanasius the Great (+373), On the Incarnation, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, New York, original edition in 1944, Reprinted February 1993, p. 37.] 
Unbelievably sad is the fact that even some so-called orthodox hierarchs and laity are freemasons.  “So-called” and small “o” are used because no one who is a freemason or espouses their principles can be considered in Christ’s Church.  Freemasonry is “a mystery-religion, quite different, separate, and alien (emphasis supplied) to the Christian faith”.
  Freemasonry unabashedly denies the truth of Christ’s Church, the truth of Holy Orthodoxy.  It asserts that multiple “truths” are possible:
No human being can with certainty say, in the clash and conflict of hostile faiths and creeds, what is truth, or that he is surely in possession of it, so every one should feel that it is quite possible and another equally honest and sincere with himself, and yet holding a contrary opinion, may himself be in possession of the truth.

This abysmal epistemological relativism is at the heart of the ‘heresy of all heresies,’ ecumenism.

Such a belief strikes at the true Faith of Christ our Saviour.  Clergy and laity alike must be vigilant to ensure that such blasphemers do not partake of Holy Communion:

All clergy are duty-bound to question those who come to Confession whether they are members of Masonic Orders, and in case it will appear that they are Masons and believe and share Masonic teachings, they should be informed that membership of the Masonic Organisation is incompatible with Orthodox Christianity, and that such should immediately resign from Masonry, otherwise they will be deemed unworthy to receive Holy Communion, and their future impenitency will bring them to excommunication from the Orthodox Church (emphases supplied).

Parishioners refusing to disavow  and leave memberships in Masonic Lodges “are to be deprived, as unrepentant sinners, of Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ, to Whom is glory and honour forever.  Amen”.

Freemasonry is totally incompatible with the Holy Scriptures and thus with Christ’s One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  A few pertinent examples were given by Hieromonk Ambrose:

In Masonry, private petitions can be made to “God or Jehovah, Allah or Buddha, Mohammed or Jesus (emphasis supplied)”.
  The Hieromonk then compares this statement to the Lord’s words in Holy Scripture:
Jesus saith to him, I am the truth, and the life: no (emphasis supplied) man cometh to the Father, but by Me. (John 14:6)

…

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name {but Jesus}under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (emphases supplied). (Acts 4:12)
He goes on to list within his discussion a number of Masonic beliefs which are totally incompatible with the Scriptures and, accordingly, with the true Church.  In order, the Scriptural passages ‘violated’ by Masonry, besides John 14:6 and Acts 4:12, are:

Gen. 1:1, I Jn. 5:7, Ex. 3:14, Psa. 12:6, II Tim. 3:16, Isa. 8:20; Rom. 3:10, Rom. 3:23, II Cor. 5:21, Eph. 2:8-9, Jn. 8:44, Jas. 4:7, Eph. 6:11-12, I Pet. 5:8, Ex. 20:16, Lev. 19:11, Col. 3:9, Rev. 21:8, Jn. 18:20, Rom. 12:17, Ex. 20:13, and Jas. 5:12.

These passages would not be all that are ‘at odds’ with Christianity because the entire spirit of Masonry is anti-Christ.

That the doctrines of Freemasonry are completely contrary to the Christian Faith is supported by The Rudder (Pedalion).  The Rudder was compiled by Saints Nicodemos and Agapius of the Holy Mountain.  It contains the essential spiritual dogmas and canons of the ancient Fathers and Councils that are absolutely vital to safely navigating the rough, choppy waters leading to the Way of Christ.  The Rudder is the “Metaphorical Ship of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church”.
  No one can be an Orthodox Christian who rejects the contents of The Rudder.  Two sentences from it are sufficient to deal with Freemasonry: 
The doctrines of Freemasonry are contrary and opposed to the doctrines of Christianity, and especially to the fundamental dogma of the Faith, which consists in the belief that Jesus Christ is a Son of God and a Son of man (emphases supplied).

…

Freemasonry and Christianity are two opposite and contrary systems, of which each annuls the other.

Freemasons and those “fellow travelers” who may not be members but believe similarly deny the source of all life, God, and deny the Godhead of Jesus Christ.  These folk are modern Arians with malice!

Our duty is plain and simple.  We are to believe in God with all our heart and soul, in Christ Jesus, the Holy Trinity, and His Church as he proclaimed it and as it has come down to us through the ages from the Apostles and their Successors without change:

A Church pure and untouched by the Harshness of our times is not easily found and from now on rarely to be seen – a Church that has preserved the apostolic doctrine unadulterated and inviolate!... Beloved brethren, we are small and humble, but we have not accommodated our faith according to changing events.  We do not (emphasis supplied) have one faith in Seleucia, another in Constantinople, another in Zelis, another in Lampsake, and a different one in Rome.  The faith that is professed today is not different from the one that came before; it is the one and same faith (emphases supplied).

Brethren, it is clear from Holy Scripture, the Fathers of the Orthodox Christian Church and the Councils, Freemasonry and belief in the same or similar principles are completely unchristian.  If you know clerics, hierarchs or laity who are freemasons or believe in similar anti-Christian principles, confront them, kindly, yet firmly, and plead with them to change their ways and come to the Cross!
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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