jeremias ii, the illustrious
by

Fr. Photios+ (W)
The ‘orthodox’ Protestant encounters in the 16th century between the Lutheran Tubingen scholars and the Patriarch of Constantinople, Jeremias II, the Illustrious, ended in futility because the Protestants never really wanted to enter Christ’s true Church, the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.  Rather, they wished ratification, acceptance, of their personal viewpoints regarding the Church.  They desired “acceptance (emphasis supplied) whereby they would gain a measure of authenticity.  They sought the approval of the Orthodox Church while refusing to submit to her ultimate authority and insisting on their own theological superiority”.

Nothing has changed.  In today’s extreme relativism with heresies that would make the early centuries’ pale in comparison, the heretics still try their ecumenistic shenanigans.  Indeed, most of the major Patriarchates have gone along with their grand schemes.  However, new variables exist today, in the modern equation are not only Rome, Protestants involved principally in the world marching to the drum of the World and National Council of Churches, but pagans, witches, Hindus, Buddhists and other varieties of non-Christian folk.
So, heresy hides under the rubric of diversity and tolerance.  Those who stand upright for the Orthodox Truth are considered ‘old-fashioned’, ‘out of touch’, ‘intolerant,’ ‘traditionalists,’ ‘fundamentalists,’- you know the drill!  A real hodge podge of clerical engineering is in play, and those who espouse True Orthodox and suffering for the Faith are widely ridiculed.  As True Orthodox Christians, we should accept such derision with zeal.  Their criticisms provide tangible evidence that we are headed toward the right path. If we were loved in the world, then we should really worry, for true Christians are not loved.  Remember our Saviour’s words:
And ye shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.

…

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you, falsely, for My sake.

It is interesting also that True Orthodoxy is opposed most vigorously within the bellicose writings and self-serving groups who call themselves ‘canonical orthodox,’ ‘world orthodox’.  They label true Orthodox as ‘fundamentalists’.  There is no such thing in Holy Orthodoxy.  No Father of the Church has ever proposed a separation between fundamentalists/traditionalists and others.  There are no politically-drawn lines of demarcation.  The Truth is clear.  One is either Orthodox, or not!
One of the most spiritual Patriarchs of Constantinople, in an age when True Orthodoxy flourished, was Jeremias II, the Illustrious.  It was under his tenure that the Protestant inquirers were offered the key to their salvation: acceptance of Orthodoxy and all that It means.  As is well known in the Church, they couldn’t put aside their pride.  They sought recognition, a form of pride, not unification in the True Faith.  The problems in Patriarch Jeremias’ time, as well as in ours, are the same; the inquirers proceeded from a rationalistic approach, seeking compromise toward a lowest common denominator solution.
  They disregarded the fact that:
(1) Compromise is alien to the Truth, and (2) Christ provided the means for the unity of believers when He established His Church, against which, He promised, the gates of hell shall not prevail.

Jeremias was the prototype of a True Orthodox shepherd, polite, respectful to other views such as Pope Gregory’s innovative calendar reform, but absolutely resolute in his opposition to such innovations.  He understood the calendar reform was a ‘smokescreen’ for greater Papacy control/authority.  He was an unostentatious hierarch “very simple and humble in respect to his daily dealings, diet, and dress”.
  What no 16th century “bling-bling”? [Bling-bling could be defined as vulgar jewelry worn by ghetto-impersonating hip-hop ‘artists’.]  Hard to imagine today, isn’t it?  A patriarch who practiced humility!
Jeremias’ Answers to the Lutherans –

He responded to them three times.  These replies now comprise an important part of Holy Orthodoxy.  He was kind, yet firm, in his responses to them.  The “Three Answers” do not rise to the spiritual level of The Creed,
 but they “enjoy the status of ‘symbolic books’ in the Orthodox Church.
  Jeremias did not engage in these discussions from a relativistic base.  He answered their queries with the fullness of Orthodox Truth.  Yet, he extended spiritual healing to them; all they had to do was accept the Orthodox Faith of Christ, the Apostles, the Fathers, and the Ecumenical Councils:
Note especially the continual (emphasis supplied) appeal of this wise and venerable Patriarch to the Tradition of the Church as expressed by the Scriptures, the God-bearing Fathers, and the Ecumenical Synods.  Note the clarity of thought, the firmness regarding the truth, yet also the kindness and condescension which he shows these Lutheran scholars.

Jeremias finally cut off the so-called ‘dialogues’ because it was obvious nothing was being achieved:

… the issues had been exhausted and the heretics were unrepentant.  In this he was faithful to the Scriptures: ‘A man that is a heretic, after the first and second admonition, abandon’ (Titus 3:10).

We should bear in mind Patriarch Jeremias’ spiritual example in his communications with the Lutherans.  Although pastoral and kind, he knew there must be “no quarter”.  Give an inch and the heretics will take a mile.  
The Sigillion issued by a Council convened by Patriarch Jeremias in 1583 provides clear guidance that is as germane today [perhaps even more so] than it was in the latter part of the 16th century.  In it, those who follow Papism are anathematized.  The Sigillion conveys the patristic witness of the True Orthodox Church.  It is relevant through all the ages of ages:
The Sigillion of the Council in Constantinople in 1583 

Anathematizing false beliefs about the Dogma of the Procession of the Holy Spirit, Holy Communion, unleavened bread, the judgment, Purgatory, the heretical Pope, the Paschalia, and the New Calendar Innovation. 

To all the genuine Christian children of the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church of Christ of the East in Trigovyst and in all places, be grace and peace and mercy from Almighty God. 

Not a little distress took possession of that Ark of old, when, storm-tossed, it was borne upon the waters; and if the Lord God, remembering Noe, had not in His good will calmed the water, there would have been no hope of salvation in it. In a like manner with the new Ark of our Church, the heretics have raised up a relentless war against us, and we have deemed it well to leave behind the present tome against them so that with the things written in it you may be able more surely to defend your Orthodoxy. But in order that the document may not be burdensome to simpler people, we have decided to set forth the entire subject to you in simple speech as follows: 

From old Rome have come certain persons who learned there to think like Latins; and the bad thing is that from being Byzantines (that is, Greeks) born and bred in our own parts, they not only have changed their faith, but they also battle the Orthodox and true dogmas of the Eastern church which Christ Himself delivered to us. Whereupon, having cut them off as rotten members, we order: 

I) Whosoever does not confess with heart and mouth that he is a child of the Eastern Church baptized in an Orthodox manner, and that the Holy Spirit proceeds only from the father, essentially and hypostatically, as Christ says in the Gospel, although He proceeds from Father and Son in time, let such a one be out of our Church and let him be anathematized. 

II) Whosoever does not confess that in the Mystery of Holy communion laymen should commune from two kinds, both of the precious Body and Blood, but says that it is enough to receive only the Body, for the Blood is also there, even though Christ has spoken and has given each one separately, and they do not keep it, let such be anathematized. 

III) Whosoever says that our Lord Jesus Christ at the Mystical Last Supper used unleavened bread as do the Hebrews and not leavened bread, that is, raised bread, let him be far from us and under the anathema as one who thinks like a Jew and as one who introduces the doctrines of Appolinarios and of the Armenians into our Church, on which account let him be anathematized a second time. 

IV) Whosoever says that when our Christ and God comes to judge He does not come to judge the souls together with the bodies, but comes in order to decide only for the body, anathema to him. 

V) Whosoever says that when they die the souls of the Christians who repented in this life but did not do their penance go to Purgatory - which is a Greek myth - where fire and torment purify them, and they think that there is no eternal torment, as did Origen, and give cause by this to sin freely, let such a one have the anathema. 

VI) Whosoever says that the Pope is head of the Church and not Christ, and that he has authority to admit into Paradise with his letters, and can forgive as many sins as will be committed by one who with money received an indulgence from him, let such a one have the anathema. 

VII) Whosoever does not follow the customs of the Church which the seven Holy Ecumenical Councils have decreed, and the Holy Pascha and calendar which they enacted well for us to follow, but wants to follow the newly-invented Paschalion [method of fixing the date of Pascha] and the new calendar of the atheist astronomers of the Pope; and opposing them, wishes to overthrow and destroy the doctrines and customs of the Church which we have inherited from our Fathers, let any such have the anathema and let him be outside of the Church and the Assembly of the Faithful. 

VIII) We exhort all pious and Orthodox Christians: remain in those things which you learned and in which you were born and bred, and when the times and circumstances call for it, shed your very blood in order both to keep the Faith given us by our Fathers and to keep your confession. Beware of such people and take care, that our Lord Jesus Christ help you. May the blessing of our humility be with you all. Amen. 

The 1583rd year from the birth of the God-man, Indiction 12, November 20th. 

Jeremias, of Constantinople Sylvester, of Alexandria Sophronios, of Jerusalem (and the rest of the Bishops of the Synod who were present) 
[St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, http://www.orthodox.net/ecumenism/sigillion-council-constantinople-1583.html.]
Is a clearer or more eloquent condemnation of Papism needed than this one?  Certainly not.

A relatively recent set of anathemas against the ecumenist heresy has been issued by the Abbot and monks of Betania Monastery (July 22/August 4, 1997):

Anathemas Against the Heresy of Ecumenism

1) To the ecumenical so-called Branch Theory, according to which the Church of Christ consists of many separated denominations (schisms): Anathema! Anathema likewise to those who preach this false doctrine, share it, accept it, or are indifferent to it. For thereby they deny the uniqueness of the Church of Christ as expressed in the ninth article of the Nicene Symbol of Faith: "I believe in One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church".

2) To the dogmatic Constitutional Basis of that heretical assembly, the World Council of Churches, which declares that: "The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfill together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit", and to those who consider a general confession of belief in Christ according to the Scriptures as sufficient for unity, there by totally denying Holy Tradition, and who at the same time recognize the various heretical assemblies as Churches of God, and consider their heretical doctrines to be based on Holy Scripture, rather than as false and willful interpretations (which is the very essence of heresy): Anathema!

3) To the ecumenical doctrine which recognizes the assemblies of the heretics as grace-bearing and possessing uninterrupted Apostolic Succession, and which considers possible a "union" between the Orthodox and Non-Orthodox Churches (see: "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate", No. 2, 1961, p. 69) without a unity in Faith, or based on the concept of so-called doctrinal minimum, which has been openly proclaimed at the various ecumenistic gatherings and expressed in official documents: Anathema!

4) To the documents adopted as a result of the "theological" dialogue held between the Orthodox and Monophysites (Chambésy, Switzerland, 1990, 1993), in which both are recognized as Orthodox, and the Monophysites' Christological heresy is declared to be Orthodox doctrine, where by the Forth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon is rejected and condemned, and all subsequent Ecumenical Councils are ignored: Anathema!

5) To the documents adopted as a result of the "theological" dialogue between the pseudo-Orthodox and the Papists, in particular the so-called Balamand Unia (1993), which refers to the Papist assembly as a "Sister Church", and which declares that it possesses grace and uninterrupted Apostolic Succession, that its sacraments are true, and which forbids proselytizing (i.e., the conversion from the Papal error to the saving faith of the Orthodox Church): Anathema!

6) To those who unlawfully "lifted" the Anathemas placed on the Papist assembly in 1054, and to those who did not resist this lawlessness and by this very act placed themselves in opposition to the Holy and Great Synods held in Constantinople (in 1341, 1347, and 1351) which condemned the Papal innovation, and likewise to those who do not consider Papism to be a heresy and who consider ecclesiastical union with the Latin heretics to be admissible: Anathema!

7) To the agreement reached in Antioch in 1991, as a result of which the Orthodox Church of Antioch entered into full ecclesiastical union with the Syrian Monophysites, the Jacobites: Anathema! Anathema to all those who do not consider Monophysites to be heretics and who do not avoid prayerful and eucharistic communion with them. For they have all been anathematized by the 630 Holy Fathers present at the Fourth Ecumenical Council held in Chalcedon, and remain under ban now and in the age to come.
8) To the so-called New Style, which appeared as a result of the introduction of the Papal Gregorian Calendar into the Orthodox Church, and which is totally inadmissible canonically, and constitutes a dogmatic-ecclesiological heresy inasmuch as it rejects the holy doctrines, Tradition, and liturgical unity of the Church, as well as the ninth article of the Nicene Symbol of Faith: "I believe in One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church": Anathema! (For it is not possible both to keep the Fast and to celebrate Christmas or Pascha in one and the same Church, and at one and the same time -- as occurs in the ecumenistic pseudo-Orthodox assemblies.) The Papal Calendar has already been condemned by Canon I of the Local Council of Antioch and by the Local Councils of Constantinople (in1583, 1587, and 1598). "Whosoever does not follow the customs of the Church which the seven Holy Ecumenical Councils have decreed, and the Holy Pascha and calendar which they have enacted well for us to follow, but wants to follow the newly-invented Paschalion and the new calendar of the atheist astronomers of the Pope, and, opposing them, wishes to overthrow and destroy the doctrines and customs of the Church which we have inherited from our Fathers, let any such have the anathema and let him be outside of the Church and the Assembly of the Faithful.  "We exhort all pious and Orthodox Christians: remain in those things which you learned and in which you were born and bred, and when the times and circumstances call for it, shed your very blood in order both to keep the Faith given us by our Fathers and to keep your confession."

Jeremias II, Patriarch of Constantinople Silvester, Patriarch of Alexandria Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem and the rest of the Bishops of the Synod who were present (Constantinople, 1583)

9) To those who flouted the resolutions of the aforementioned Councils condemning and banning the Gregorian Paschalion and calendar, and who willfully, treacherously, and forcibly introduced this novelty into the Church, or who support the New Style and attempt to establish it in the Church or are unscrupulous and indifferent in their relations with the excommunicated adherents of the New Style, and who do not wish to sever ecclesiastical union with them: Anathema! Let them read again the words of the Anathema pronounced by His Holiness, Cyril V, Patriarch of Constantinople upon the innovators in his "Sigillion" of 1756.

10) To the heretical and blasphemous ecumenistic "liturgies" (e.g., the so-called Lima Liturgy) in which "members of the Orthodox Church" participate, likewise to the common services during which Orthodox Christians pray together with heretics and take part in various "sacred rites", whereby abomination is introduced into the Church, and in violation of the Tenth, Forty-fifth, and Eighty-fifth Apostolic Canons and Canon Thirty-three of the Local Council of Laodicea: Anathema! Anathema also to those who give the Body and Blood of Christ to the heretics, or who receive their false "communion" from them. Anathema to those who serve other ecclesiastical Mysteries for the heretics, or participate in their "sacraments".

11) To those who pray with pagans, shamans, magicians, priests and wizards of heathen cults, and to those who join in their meditation sessions and cultic rituals, or who conduct "divine services" at their "altars", and to all the participants in the various Pan-ecumenical Sundays: Anathema!

12) To all the other heretical doctrines and documents of the ecumenists which were jointly prepared by them and which they now seek to secretly and stealthily introduce into the Church: Anathema!

To those who do not reverence the dogmatic and canonical teachings of the Orthodox Church, Her Holy Tradition and practices, and who attempt to introduce the spirit of Renovationism into the Church of Christ: Anathema!

To those who sympathize with the aforementioned and anathematized doctrines and acts, and who attempt to defend and justify them, or who assume an attitude of lukewarm indifference towards them: Anathema!

To all the heresies and heretics anathematized by the Ecumenical and Local Councils, we, together with the Holy Fathers, proclaim: Anathema!

Anathema to all heretics! Anathema! Anathema!

Hieromonk Haggai, Abbot of Betania Monastery, Monk Eutyches, Novice George, Novice Vazha, Monk Gabriel, Novice Zurab, Novice Zaza, Monk Cyrion, Novice Kakha, Novice Mamuka. 

Betania Monastery July 22 / August 4, 1997.

Following the Orthodox principles laid down in the Anathemas will help preserve us from spiritual deception (prelest) and error in these last times.  We must be ready when He comes!  We won’t be popular.  So be it:

One has to fight with oneself, renounce the world and that which is valued in it (and this renunciation is an absolute condition of salvation not only for monks, but also for laymen, for every Christian: for the Gospel is the same for everybody: ‘love not the world, nor the things that are in the world’ (I John 2.15)), abandon whatever sinful habits you may have or your sinful mode of life as a whole, renounce worldly ‘consolations’ – and that, not for the sake of immediately receiving spiritual consolations, but simply out of love for God and a striving to live in accordance with His commandments.

…

… nothing  is worse for the soul than comfort.

 But remember regardless how demeaning those who follow the secular ecumenistic beat are to us, treat them with courtesy and love as our Lord would have us do.  Yet, do not hesitate to ‘speak out’ in defense of the Faith and for following the Royal Path.  Pray to Him that they will see the light and come to the Truth.  After all, it happened to a grievous sinner and persecutor of the Church, who went on to become one of the greatest of the Apostles, the Apostle Paul!!  True conversion can happen to everyone, even us…
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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