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Patriarch Jeremiah the II’s “Three Answers” to the Lutheran Scholars of Tubingen’s inquiries  was the first so-called full ecumenical encounter between the Holy Orthodoxy of the East and the scholastic rationalism of the West.  The Lutheran Scholars of the University of Tubingen had approached Patriarch Jeremiah with a view toward receiving his blessing for their dogmatic positions.  But the more they wrote and he answered the more intransigent their views became.  They seemed to have come to the spiritual table more to debate than to seek redemption through repentance.
His replies to them were kind, considerate, and yet, he had to steer them, bring them to what the Church's true position was on the multiple spiritual matters raised by them.  But they really wanted him to 'ratify' what they were doing; otherwise, they would not have replied each time to him with, again, their arguments on why they were right.  They wanted 'accreditation' of their position.
As much as they argued and submitted their materials to him, he knew they were trying to self-justify themselves.  They refused to follow the Fathers of the ancient Church [against their Confession it should be added], but insisted on their own interpretations.  In the end, he knew that they had substituted their own private interpretations under the cloak of the Scriptures 'interpreting themselves'.  For, after all, who was to decide the final meaning of the Scriptures?  The Lutheran Scholars themselves!
In order for Lutherans to join the true Church, they simply have to accept and follow the guidelines of the true Church as given them kindly by Patriarch Jeremiah in these Answers.  All it takes for Lutheranism to follow the true Church is to come to Orthodoxy (True Orthodoxy not the external orthodoxy of SCOBA and its lot) accepting and agreeing to follow the Church as Patriarch Jeremiah outlined to them.
In some Lutheran writings, I see comments that might be construed as the Fathers' opinions are to be followed unless they are wrong because men can be wrong.  Well, yes [“duh” as Jay Leno would say], a man can be wrong, e.g., Blessed Augustine re some of his "opinions," a few men can be wrong.   The Church is not what one or a few men say it is.  Orthodoxy doesn’t have any pope, who ‘decides’ everything for all others [even though the current Patriarch of Constantinople appears to fashion himself in that vein].  Individual Fathers can be wrong and a few Fathers can also be incorrect.  At the same time, it is possible for one man to have been right and all the others wrong.  The examples of St. Maximus the Confessor and St. Mark of Ephesus come to mind.
But the Church speaking collectively, conciliarly, as in Jerusalem under St. James, cannot be wrong.  Unanimity of the Fathers on any debated point is conclusive proof of its Truth:

For guidance in questions of faith, for the correct understanding of Sacred Scripture, and in order to distinguish the authentic Tradition of the Church from false teachings, we appeal to the works of the holy Fathers of the Church, acknowledging that the unanimous agreement of all of the Fathers and teachers of the Church in teaching of the Faith is an undoubted (emphasis supplied) sign of truth.  The Patristic explanations of the truths of the Faith (1) gave precision to the expression of the truths of Christian teaching and created a unity of dogmatic language; (2) added testimonies of these truths from Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, and also brought forth for them arguments based on reason.  

[Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky of Blessed Memory, Orthodox Dogmatic Theology (tr. By Fr. Seraphim Rose of Blessed Memory), Saint Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, CA, 1994, pp. 37-38.]     

If Sacred Scripture is clear about a truth or truths of the Faith, such passages have not been subject to interpretation because there was no spiritual dogmatic dispute:

Of course, many truths of the Faith are so immediately clear from Sacred Scripture that they were not subjected to heretical reinterpretations; therefore, concerning them there are no specific decrees or councils.  Other truths, however, were confirmed (emphasis supplied) by councils.  
Pomazansky, ibid., p. 36.]
The Orthodox Church is the Church of true Councils, not false ones, ones that were guided by the Holy Spirit in their deliberations and decisions.  True Councils express Orthodox Truth thus are “accepted by the Church’s catholic consciousness”.  [id., see fn 19 on p. 36.]  The 'mind' of the Fathers, the collective witness of Christ's Church, cannot be wrong.  
The relatively recent and ongoing 'discussions' between orthodoxy in this world and Lutheranism [the liberal wing of it at that] are completely unOrthodox; thus, no agreement between the parties will ever become canonical.  The true Church does not engage in "dialogues" with non-Orthodox groups.  Patriarch Jeremiah II was not engaging in dialogue with the scholars.   He was engaging in a monologue.  Orthodoxy, the true Church, does not negotiate terms, compromise here and there, in order to reach an agreement as if a civil suit for damages were being negotiated between an attorney and a claims adjustor.

The current discussions are completely unOrthodox and thus of no interest in discussing further.  It would have made more sense for the Lutherans to approach the Old Calendar Orthodox, who, at least, despite their bickering, are trying to follow the Royal Path.  But the Old Calendarists would not have dealt with the 'modern breed' of Lutheran and properly so.  Yet, of course, the modern Lutherans would not even know of true Orthodoxy’s existence!  And, if they did, they would not have approached her, in any case.  After all, many of these folk believe in women’s ordination, same-sex ‘marriages’ or ceremonies etc.  None of the Scholastic Lutherans would have dreamt of being so blasphemous as these contemporary upstarts of this world 
How difficult pride is to overcome.  The Scholastic Lutherans couldn’t conquer it in the sixteenth century, and to this day, Lutherans have not done it.  There are a few bright spots, small groups within Lutheranism called the Evangelical Catholic Church and the Society of Polycarp.  There are Orthodox Lutherans who are trying to find the Royal Path, albeit, too indirectly. 

Yet, most of Lutheranism has split up into numerous competing jurisdictions all ‘fussing’ within the heretical framework of rationalism.  Until they repudiate rationalism and accept God’s revelation both of Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition as in Holy Orthodoxy, nothing can be done.  Lutheranism cannot join the True Church as long as it retains its own private interpretation of Scripture against the collective mind of the Fathers of the Church.  This is the witness of the true Church, whether of early Christian times or now:

…  we, on our part, had hoped that we were in no way innovating (emphasis supplied) on the main articles concerning salvation, since (as far as we know) we held and had kept the faith which had been handed down to us by the Holy Apostles and Prophets, by the God-fearing Fathers and Patriarchs, and by the seven Ecumenical Synods that were founded upon the God-given Scriptures.

[1575 A.D.  Letter from the Lutheran Scholars at Tubingen to Patriarch Jeremiah II, Patriarch of Constantinople, in answer to the latter’s letter after receiving the Augsburg Confession, signed by James Andreae, Professor of Theology, Provost of the Church at Tubingen, and the Chancellor of the local University, and Martin Crusius, Professor of Latin and Greek Education at Tubingen.  See George Mastrantonis, Augsburg and Constantinople, Holy Cross Orthodox Press, Brookline, Massachusetts, 1982, pp. 28-29.]
In the letter cited above, the Lutheran writers pray they have not been innovating re salvation and assert that they believe they follow the same Faith as Holy Orthodoxy.  Why, then, were they not willing to ‘bite the bullet’?  We may never know the answer to this question, but it is not too late.  Lutherans, arise, throw off your rationalistic shackles and come to Christ’s True Orthodox Church!  If you will but do so willingly, wholeheartedly with repentance, Orthodoxy will lovingly accept you!
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
