THE COMING OF THE GREATEST PROPHET
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St. John the Baptist is the last and greatest prophet and foreshadowed the coming to earth of our Lord Jesus Christ; hence, he is sometimes referred to as St. John the Forerunner.  

St. John was a contemporary of Christ.  The holy Archangel Gabriel appeared in the Temple and revealed to the High Priest Zacharias the conception by the old and barren Elizabeth six months before he appeared to the most holy Virgin Mary in Nazareth announcing the birth from her, who had never known a man, of the deliverer of salvation, our Lord Jesus Christ.  John was born a half year before Christ, his birth being (the antechamber of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ(.
 The birth of John (is the first joy sent down by God to the human race, the beginning of its deliverance from the power of the devil, sin and eternal death(.
  

We note how closely these two miraculous events are intertwined and how the lives of John and Jesus parallel each other.  Yet, we must always remember that even though many thought that John was the Christ, John knew this was not true,  John the Baptist was a witness to the Word, revealing God the Word as (the Light(:

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
 

 When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him who he was, he confessed (I am not the Christ.(
  He further denied he was Elias (Elijah) stating (I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.( 
 John baptized with water, but the Lord baptized with the Holy Spirit:

“John answered them saying, (I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe(s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.(”

...(I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him.  And I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.(
  So, John baptized with water as a sign of repentance, but only Christ can baptize with the fullness of the Holy Spirit.   

John(s (preparing the way( for Christ had been prophesied in the Old Testament:

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
  

…
And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel.
 

When The Baptist saw the Lord coming toward him, he uttered those profoundly beautiful words (Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.(
 

John preached repentance in preparation for the coming of the Lord in the wilderness of Judea satisfying the prophecy in Esaias (Isaiah).  Those in Jerusalem, Judea and the region around the Jordan were baptized by him in the Jordan upon confessing their sins.  The Forerunner was to be
… great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother(s womb.  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous; to prepare for the Lord a people made ready.
 
John turned the hearts of many; whereas, the Lord enlightened all.

The Blessed Theophylact explains the reference to Elijah- John paved the way, went before, Christ (in the spirit of Elijah, meaning, just as grace was at work in Elijah, so too was grace at work in John.  For Elijah is the forerunner of the second coming of Christ, while John is the forerunner of the first coming(.  John went before Him the in the power also of Elijah, both lead together to Christ, and in addition, (John went in the spirit and power of Elijah, in that John too was a desert dweller, living without any excess, and he rebuked and reproved as did Elijah.(
 He prepared those people for the Lord who had readied themselves to receive the Lord as well as he turned (the disobedient Jews to the wisdom of the righteous, that is, to the teaching of the apostles(.
 
John was filled with the Holy Spirit before birth, remember how he leapt in his mother Elizabeth(s womb rejoicing at the Lord(s coming when the Ever-Virgin Mary was with Elizabeth.
  John leapt within his mother(s womb (thus showing that he is greater than the prophets.  For they prophesied after they themselves were born, but he was deemed worthy of such grace that he prophesied while yet in his mother(s womb(.
  The salutation of Mary to Elizabeth and the latter(s response (Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb( are exchanges between the voice of God Who is taking flesh within Mary and John, who prophesies from the womb through Elizabeth(s voice:

( The words which Elizabeth speaks prophetically to Mary are not her own words, but are the words of the babe within her who speaks through the mouth of Elizabeth, just as the Son of God in the womb speaks through the mouth of Mary.(
  John the Forerunner has prophesied from Elizabeth(s womb!  Blessed is the fruit of Mary(s womb is to be understood in this way: 
He says that the Lord is the fruit of the womb of the Theotokos, because the conception is without a man.  All other children are called the (fruit( of their fathers( [loins], but Christ is the fruit solely of the womb of the Theotokos.  She conceived Him without the aid of any man.
 
John fled to the desert, ultimately, to separate himself from the wickedness of the masses and the world as it was then.  He was also in the desert (so that when it came time for him to proclaim Christ, he would be believed because he was a desert dweller, living a life beyond that of ordinary men.  And he lived in the desert until it pleased God to reveal him to the people of Israel(.
 

Soon after John baptized the Lord in the Jordan, he was arrested, put into prison and beheaded because he had preached against King Herod(s adultery.

There are so many things we should remember about Saint John the Forerunner.  In our daily lives as we strive for deification in God(s way, we should concentrate on three aspects of John(s spirituality: his  humility, call for repentance, and tenure in the desert.  Let us approach the Lord with the utmost humility keeping it in mind at all times, and we need to answer John(s cry for repentance for our sins.  If we truly repent in all humility, Christ forgives us.  Try also applying a mild form of John(s searching for solace in the desert- when temptation beckons, perhaps in the form of those in the modern world applying subtle pressures on us to deviate from Christ(s Royal Path, retreat, step back, consider the Christian option, and then- choose it.  It is never easy, true Orthodoxy is suffering Orthodoxy.  But it is the only Way.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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