THE SOUL AFTER DEATH-( NOT (MACABRE( AT ALL) AND THE TOLLHOUSES

by

Fr. Photios+ (W)

Your humble servant happened to mention to another member of the Holy Orthodox Church that he was going to prepare his next homily/article on (The Soul After Death,(  whereupon the member exclaimed (How macabre!(  It thus seemed somewhat fitting to utilise such a concept in the title.

There is nothing macabre about death and what the nature is of the soul after death.  One can be extremely secular and practical in recalling the words of an old Hank Williams country song (No matter how I struggle and strive, I(ll never get out of this world alive( [or is it (You struggle...you(ll never...?(]  But the song(s lyrics belong to the secular world.  It does not and could not deal with what is (not of this world(.

Death, of course, happens to all people in this world.  But what about the soul?  Is there a soul?  Obviously, if you are a Christian, you must answer (yes(.  If we did not have a soul, there would be nothing God(s Word could save.  Holy Scripture speaks a multiplicity of times about the soul.  Recall that St. James the Just, first bishop of the Church, exhorted (the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad(:

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.
 

In Psalm 22 ( Septuagint, LXX), the Prophet David speaks tenderly of the Lord as shepherd:

(The Lord tends me as a shepherd, and I shall want nothing.

In a place of green grass, there he has made me dwell: for he has nourished me by the water of rest.

He has restored my soul:  He has guided me into the paths of righteousness, for his name(s sake.

Yea, even if I should walk in the midst of the shadow of death, I will not be afraid of evils: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, these have comforted me.

Thou hast prepared a table before me in the presence of them that afflict me: thou hast thoroughly anointed my head with oil; and thy cup cheers me like the best wine.

Thy mercy also shall follow me all the days of my life: and my dwelling shall be in the house of the Lord for a very long time.

Each of us is comprised of a soul and body.  The soul reflects the nature of God, is immortal but still a created thing, independent having a will and energy, and although within the body, changeable.  The soul and mind are connected, the latter being the (purest part(of the soul.
 

The Aerial Tollhouses

At one(s death, the soul leaves the body and is tested by its passing through the tollhouses, i.e., it is confronted by demonic spirits and Faith, purity of the heart, is the soul(s armour against these evil tormentors along the tollhouse gauntlet.  The tollhouses are real, not imaginary.  There is overwhelming (evidence( in the patristic Fathers of the Orthodox Church that the tollhouses exist, are quite real, and are not the true Church(s equivalent of the Latins( (Purgatory(.
  

Our souls must pass through the aerial tollhouses as
part of the particular judgment by means of which the fate of the soul is determined until the Last Judgment.  Both the particular Judgment and the Last Judgment are accomplished by angels, who serve as the instruments of God(s justice: At the end of the world, the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from  among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire (Matt. 13:49).
   

Fr. Seraphim quotes the Protestant Evangelist Billy Graham(s remarks in one of the latter(s books on angels to wit:

At the moment of death the spirit departs from the body and moves through the atmosphere.  But the Scripture teaches us that the devil lurks there.  He is (the prince of the power of the air( (Eph. 2:2) .  If the eyes of our understanding  were opened, one would probably see the air filled with demons, the enemies of Christ.  If satan could hinder the angel of Daniel for three weeks on his mission to earth, we can imagine the opposition a Christian may encounter at death....  The moment of death is satan(s final opportunity to attack the true believer; but God has sent His angels to guard us at that time.
  

It is ironic that Dr. Graham can come to an Orthodox understanding, but some (orthodox hierarchs/priests( seem to have inordinate difficulty understanding the plain words of the Fathers of the Church on this subject.  Of course, he arrives at it from a heterodox background, but nevertheless he got there!  Could this lend credence to the perception that such unOrthodox preachers as Dr. Graham are probably closer to the Orthodox Truth [of course, not there yet...] than e.g., Romans/Anglicans? 

The patristic teachings on the tollhouses are also cited and supported by Father Michael Pomazansky [reposed] in his most inspirational Orthodox Dogmatic Theology.
       

We must not fear death.  Rather, we must diligently prepare for it, working bit-by-bit, a little each day and then, eventually, a little more, toward theosis/deification- the objective of Holy Orthodoxy.  Faith and works following from our Faith will be (weapons( against the demons of the tollhouses.  We must not shrink from the struggles along the Royal Path.  Suffering is the hallmark of a True Christian.    If we become (comfortable( with ourselves, we will be in grave spiritual danger.  The Church has never been (comfortable(.  And the True Church never will be!  So you see, death in this world is not macabre- at all!

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

� James 1:19-21


� According to Saint John of Damascus as cited  in Hieromonk Dionysios, State of the Soul After Death According to the Teachings of Sain John Damascene, see the article in general and specifically on p.3 of 5, � HYPERLINK "http://stmichaelacademy.org/theo/stjd.htm" ��http://stmichaelacademy.org/theo/stjd.htm�.


� see Father Seraphim Rose, The Soul After Death, St. Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, CA, (Sixth Printing, 1998), in particular Chapter Six:  The Aerial Tollhouses, pp.64-87.  Also note Fr. Seraphim(s Appendix III (Answers to a Critic,(pp. 227-260, in which he responds to a critic re the tollhouses and further demonstrates by patristic witnesses that the Tollhouses are a part of True Orthodox Tradition.
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