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The first thing the disciples did after receiving the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was to go forth and preach the Gospel of Salvation,  It was a pure and simple Gospel one not diluted or adulterated by human invention or vanity.  It is a Gospel still preached in the Orthodox Church of Christ.
 
The Gospel(s Fullness, in its entirety, must be preached.  There must be no equivocation, no innovations or modifications to the Word.  The Church (must teach exactly the same things that were taught in the beginning, without change or innovation(.
  One who truly loves the Lord
resolves that he will believe that, and that only, which he is sure the Catholic Church has held universally and from ancient time; but that whatsoever new and unheard-of doctrine he shall find to have been furtively introduced by some one or another, besides that of all, or contrary to that of all the saints, this, he will understand, does not pertain to religion, but is permitted as a trial, being instructed especially by the words of the blessed Apostle Paul, who writes in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, (There must needs be heresies, that they who are approved may be made manifest among you(:  This is the reason why the authors of Heresies are not forthwith rooted up by God, namely, that they who are approved may be made manifest that is, that it may be apparent of each individual, how tenacious and faithful and steadfast he is in his love of the Catholic faith.
 
The way in which we distinguish true Faith from heresy is to apply the following test:(...we hold that faith which has been believed everywhere, always, by all...  This rule we shall observe if we follow universality, antiquity, consent (.  This is the time-tested three-pronged spiritual path so articulately posed by St. Vincent of Lerins    

Now how does Christ(s Church  protect the True Faith?  By posting a  guard to shield the truth from foreign influences:

The definitions of truth declared by the Church have been called, since the days of the Apostles, dogmas .  In the Acts of the Apostles we read of the Apostles Paul and Timothy that as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees (dogmata) for to keep, that were ordained of the Apostles and Elders which were at Jerusalem. (Acts 16:4; here the reference is to the fifteenth chapter of the Book of Acts).  Among the ancient Greeks and Romans the Greek word dogmat was used to refer a) to philosophical conceptions, and b) to directives which were to be precisely fulfilled.  In the Christian understanding, (dogmas( are the opposite of (opinions,( that is, inconstant personal conceptions.
 

Our fortresses/Christian guard dogs, so-to-speak, are the dogmas of the Church.  Notice that dogmas are not opinions, nor are they subject to variation.  They are not to be construed as legal precedents that may be subject to change by further (judicial review(.  Such legalistic concepts with the accompanying analytical framework are foreign to the true Church.  These truths of faith (dogmas)
which are contained in the Sacred Scripture and the Apostolic Tradition give the fullness of the teaching of faith which was called by the ancient Fathers of the Church the (catholic faith,( the (catholic teaching( of the Church.  The truths of Scripture and Tradition, harmoniously fused together into a single whole define the (catholic consciousness( of the Church, a consciousness that is guided by the Holy Spirit.
    

Canons differ from dogmas- the former (are the prescriptions relating to church order, church government, the obligations of the church hierarchy and clergy and of every Christian, which flows from the moral foundations of the evangelical and Apostolic teaching.  Canon is a Greek word which literally means (a straight rod, a measure of precise direction(.(
  Canons, thus, are disciplinary in nature.
The Nicene Creed is (a summary statement of Christian belief(.  It (teaches in positive language the Unity of God in Three Persons, the Deity of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and the truth that complete and permanent humanity was united to the complete and permanent Deity of the One Christ(...  The Creed (added nothing new to Apostolic teaching and belief.  The only new thing about the Creed was that it presented for the first time one definite standard of belief as accepted by the entire Church(.
  . 
Every true (Orthodox) Christian must accept the truths of The Creed.  We should refer to the excellent Catechism compiled by Archpriest Seraphim Slobodskoy
, for a complete and most spiritual discussion of the twelve Articles of The Creed.

When we say (Amen( at the conclusion of The Creed, we (attest to the fact that all that is stated therein we acknowledge to be undoubtedly and invariably true(.
     

The decrees of the Ecumenical Councils concerning faith (express the harmony of Sacred Scripture and the catholic Tradition of the church.  For this reason these decrees become themselves, in their turn, an authentic, inviolable, authoritative, Ecumenical and Sacred Tradition of the Church, founded upon the facts of Sacred Scripture and Apostolic Tradition(.
 

Many Truths of the Faith were never subject to an Ecumenical Council interpretation  because it was (immediately clear from Sacred Scripture that they were never subjected to heretical reinterpretations; therefore, concerning them there are no specific decrees of councils(.
 .  The Ecumenical Councils, however, didn(t come up with any (new theories(- they simply confirmed the (Mind( of the Church regarding whatever issue was involved.

We look to the Holy Fathers of the Church to guide us in faith questions, correct understanding of the Scriptures and in distinguishing true Tradition of the Church from false teachings (as the Ecumenical Councils do)  (acknowledging that the unanimous agreement of all of the Fathers and teachers of the Church in teaching of the faith is an undoubted sign of truth(.
 

Clearly, what we believe does matter.  It matters indeed!  It is not simply (making a mountain out of a molehill( as the saying goes.  It is not just (nitpicking(.  It is having the true faith, knowing that there is only one way to look at the Faith, Christ(s Way, and refusing to back down or be silent about it.  What we believe is absolutely critical for our souls!!

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.    
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