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When we speak about the unity of Christ(s people, the Church, we mean spiritual unity, which is organic, entire, that is, complete, and One.  Scripture resounds with the necessity of oneness in faith:

(That they may be one( (John 17:11);

(One Lord, one faith( (Eph. 4:5);

(Be like-minded one toward another( (Rom. 15:5);

(Be ye of one accord, of one mind( (Phil. 2:2)

(Be ye all of one mind( (1 Peter 3:8);

(Be ye of the same mind toward another.  Mind not high things(  Be not wise in your own conceits( (Rom. 12:16)

The early Fathers and the First Seven Ecumenical Councils confirm that there is unity.  The (Mind( of the Fathers of the Undivided Church is unanimous that unity does not join together what is different in nature; rather, its unity lies in (inward agreement and unanimity(.  Christ gave (a single teaching, a single baptism, and a single communion(.  The true Church is One both inwardly and outwardly.
  

This seems difficult for our modernistic minds to grasp: that there is One, and only One, Way, but, nevertheless, such is the absolute truth.  The Church is one regardless how She might appear to men on earth; (her unity is, in reality, true and absolute((
  Christ(s Church is indivisible, and, therefore, cannot be split.  People can stray and fall away from the true path, but this does not split the Church.  The eminent Orthodox theologian Archpriest Georges Florovsky put it this way:

Christ cannot have several (bodies(; likewise, there cannot be parallel true Churches, because the Church is the Body of Christ, which, like every living organism, is indivisible.  Therefore, there has never been, and by rights there cannot be, divisions of the Church.  There were, and still are, heresies and schisms which have fallen away from the Church.  For this reason, the ancient canons (rules) of the Church strictly forbid any kind of communion in prayer with those who have fallen away, i.e., with heretics, until they return to the Church by repentance.

It should be obvious that what the Lord Jesus Christ proclaimed to us as carried forth by the Apostles and their successors through time is incapable of being (perfected(.  There are no new Christian truths to be discovered or revealed through time, and any attempt to either reveal new Christian truths or new aspects of the dogmas handed down to us, or a new understanding of them, is completely out of place.
    

The Church(s unity is outwardly (manifested in the harmonious confession of faith, in the oneness of Divine services and Mysteries, in the oneness of the grace-giving hierarchy, which comes in succession from the Apostles, in the oneness of canonical order”.
  Her visible side is here on earth comprised of members, a visible hierarchy, priest, laity, praying and confessing openly the faith of Christ.  The invisible side is that Christ is Head and the Holy Spirit is its animating force; (that in it is performed the inward mystical life in sanctity of the more perfect of its members(.
 

Unity is not affected by the fact that there exist side-by-side with the Church Christian societies that are not within it.  The Church looks upon people outside her simply as excluded but without judgment:  (The Church on earth judges herself only, according to the grace of the Spirit, and the freedom granted her through Christ, inviting also the rest of mankind to the unity and adoption of God in Christ, but upon those who do not hear her appeal she pronounces no sentence, knowing the comment of her Saviour and Head, ‘not to judge another man(s servant’”(Rom. 14:4).
.  Whether people within these societies, denominations etc., go to heaven is not (our call(.  It is a matter for the Lord in His judgment and mercy.  Christ beckons us to follow Him voluntarily.  There is no coercion, whatsoever, involved( we, you and I, are free to choose Christ.  Or, not...

Outward interruptions between territorial ecclesiastical groups of the Church of a nondogmatic nature do not violate Church unity.  Father Michael Pomazansky describes several scenarios where there have been outward divisions but as long as they involve only outward relations, not inward spiritual unity, unity is unaffected: (a) insufficient or incorrect information creates differences (b) personal errors of individual hierarchs who head a local Church cause a temporary breaking of communion ( hierarchs violate the Church(s canons causing a temporary breakdown in communion (d) a territorial ecclesiastical group deviates from anciently established tradition in reference to its submission to another group in accordance with such tradition (e) political conditions disrupt communion and (f) other disturbances within a local Church hinder normal communion of other Churches with it (until  the outward manifestation and triumph of the defenders of authentic Orthodox truth(.
 

The majority does not rule in the Orthodox Faith and being small doesn(t matter:

It is irrelevant that other ecclesiastical groupings have an overwhelming majority of (members( within their midst.  It makes not a whit of difference if these (jurisdictions( have all the fine church buildings, large quantities of property and money, and political, economic and social influence.  Pomazansky quotes St. Gregory the Theologian (of Nazianzus +390 ) in his Homily 33, Against the Arians. 
And where are those who reproach us for our poverty and are proud of their wealth?  They consider great numbers of people to be a sign of the Church, and despise the small flock.  They measure the Divinity (the Saint has in mind here the Arians, who taught that the Son of God was less than the Father) and they weigh people.  They place a high value on grains of sand (that is, the masses) and belittle the luminaries. They gather into their treasure-house simple stones, and disdain pearls.
  

St. Basil the Great (+379), a contemporary of St. Gregory the Theologian [these two plus St. John Chrysostom are known as the (Three Hierarchs( of the Church and are commemorated on January 1], to the Evaisenians (376 A.D.) commented: 
A Church pure and untouched by the harshness of our times is not easily found and from now on rarely to be seen-a Church that has preserved the apostolic doctrine unadulterated and inviolate!(  Beloved brethren, we are small and humble, but we have not accommodated our faith according to changing events.  We do not have one faith in Seleucia, another in Constantinople, another in Zelis, another in Lampsake, and a different one for Rome.  The faith that is professed today is not different from the one that came before; it is the one and same faith. 

It is equally irrelevant to the faith what party or parties occupy the Church premises:

In his letter to the fourth century true Orthodox, St. Athanasius the Great (+373), the Champion of Orthodoxy against the Arian heresy in the First Ecumenical Council, dealt with this point:

May God console you!(  What saddens you(is the fact that others have occupied the Churches by violence, while during this time you are on the outside.  It is a fact that they have the premises-but you have the apostolic faith .  They can occupy our Churches, but they are outside the true faith.  You remain outside the places of worship, but the faith dwells within you.  Let us consider: what is more important, the place or the faith?  The true faith, obviously   Who has lost and who has won in this struggle-the one who keeps the premises or the one who keeps the faith?(  No one, ever, will prevail against your faith, beloved brothers, and we believe God will give us our Churches back some day.  Thus, the more violently they try to occupy the places of worship, the more they separate themselves from the Church.  They claim that they represent the Church but in reality they are the ones who are expelling themselves from it and going astray.  Even if Christians faithful to tradition are reduced to a handful, they are the ones who are the true Church of Jesus Christ.
 

Locality/territory is not the criterion for the Orthodox Christian faith:

Although the Eastern Orthodox Churches have protected and preserved the Orthodox Faith through the centuries, (( the Church is not bound up with any locality, she neither boasts of any particular see or territory, nor preserves the inheritance of pagan pride, but she calls herself One Holy Catholic and Apostolic, knowing that the world world belongs to her, and that no locality therein possesses any special significance, but only temporarily can and does serve for the glorification of the name of God, according to the unsearchable will(.
   The true faith is open to all people, if they will only humble themselves and accept and follow Christ totally.  True Orthodoxy is neither exclusively eastern nor western.  It is all encompassing. 

 True Christians do not defer to the marketplace:

Thus, as briefly as possible I have set forth for you our love of wisdom, which is dogmatical and not dialectical, in the manner of the fishermen and not of Aristotle, spiritually and not cleverly woven, according to the rules of the Church and not of the marketplace.
 

In the twenty-first century, the stirring spiritual words of Archbishop Averky have even greater application:

Unity requires (a unity of spirit and truth which alone makes such union possible(.  So (union( with heretics, non-Orthodox and non-Christians is out!  Archbishop Averky considered that it was insufficient to use the term Orthodox in contemporary times (filled with lies and deception.(, what was really needed was :(true Orthodox to differentiate a true believer from an innovating modernist (Orthodox((:

(While living in this world which has apostatized from God let us strive not for specious human glory and cheap popularity, which will not save us, but only to be within Christ(s (little flock.(  Let us be True Orthodox Christians, not modernists!(
 

What, then, is the test, the barometer of Orthodox unity:  It is abiding by the (correct and saving confession of the faith(.  The correct and saving confession of the faith can be found in the dogmas and canons of the Church as expressed through the writings and witness of the Fathers of the Church as confirmed by the First Seven Ecumenical Councils.  In these sacred spiritual writings, one will discover what St. Vincent of Lerins (+450 A.D.) referred to as: (that which is believed always, that which is believed by everyone, and that which is believed throughout the whole world(.
 
It  is  a (tall order( to live up to the true Church, but we must continually strive to do so in our daily lives while preparing for that which is not of this world.  Provocative temptations, stumbling blocks in our way, beckon us to join with those institutions which view the church as (purely external unity-the unity of administrative structures, institutional unity, which they accept as canonical”.
  But it is our Godgiven duty to function as stumbling blocks ourselves against such a perverse conception of unity as one involving visible, not spiritual/dogmatic unity.  (They( have no canonical legitimacy to prostitute the Gospel and Christ(s teachings as proclaimed through the ages by the Fathers of the Church.  Beware of them( they represent the Antichrist.  Do not flinch when called (schismatic,( because, in all probability, you are standing firm in the correct and saving faith.  It is (they( who are schismatic(
+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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